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This week, YouTube superstar Grady
Hillhouse from Practical Engineering
jumps on the show. Grady is a really
successful online content creator with
videos focusing on explaining civil
engineering concepts---or making
them practical, if you will. However, his
life journey is far from being a straight
line.

started working in water resources. His
top tip for those looking into pursuing a
career in civil engineering is to create
new connections with new people.
These can be valuable not only in the
future, but it also makes the college
experience much better.

As a high school student, he never
really had much exposure to the field,
and neither did he know any
engineers. Therefore, he went to
college pursuing a geography degree.
Luckily enough, his program was
focused on water, which allowed him
to take some water resources classes
from civil engineering programs.
That’s when he realized he should’ve
chosen civil engineering as his major.

After completing his undergraduate
studies, he went on to grad school for
civil engineering. It took him a little
longer because he had to go through
all the civil engineering coursework he
didn’t have. But eventually, he was
done with his formal education and

When preparing to take his PE exam, he
points out one studying habit that can
make or break the entire process: doing
practice exams and problems. As he
said, he would wake up early on a
Sunday morning just to sit down and
tackle a practice exam as if he were
taking the actual exam itself. This is the
one thing that can really put you ahead
of the game.

At this point, he is already a professional
engineer working as a Water Resource
Dam and Levee Design Engineer. But as
with any other engineer, the desire to
learn new skills is always present. And
his interest in learning woodworking led
him to search for YouTube tutorials on
how to use tools and craft wooden
pieces, which exposed him to Youtube
as a social media platform he wanted to

https://practical.engineering/
https://www.youtube.com/c/PracticalEngineeringChannel


CEA Partners & Resources:

School of PE - Link

Engineer to Entrepreneur - Link

CEA Website - If you need exams,
solved problems, or courses, make sure
to check out our home base.

Ultimate Civil PE Review Course - Link

Ultimate Civil FE Review Course - Link

FE and PE Practice Exams - Link

CEA Youtube Channel - Check out our
Youtube Channel for more content, live
sessions, and much more!

CEA Community – Haven’t joined up on
our free community?  What’s wrong
with you?  J/K.  Ok, just go there and
join a group of like-minded civil
engineers!

CEA Newsletter - Join over 4000
engineers like you and learn the tips
and tricks to passing the FE and PE. 
 We even have a free resource for you!

Reach out to Isaac -
isaac@civilengineeringacademy.com

be part of. Therefore, he started
working on videos about woodworking
as a side project on the weekends and
after work during weekdays.
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His wife, an elementary school worker,
would always invite him to talk about
his job as an engineer to students.
This was the catalyst that got him
started with youtube videos explaining
civil engineering concepts. Kids do not
need to know about civil engineering
concepts at their age, but most adults
do not even realize how the work of
civil engineers affects their lives on a
daily basis either.

Now, he works on his channel full-
time, using home-built demonstrations
in his garage and reaching way more
than one million views per video. The
most famous video explaining how
sinkholes form has more than 11
million views, but he’s also putting out
more content explaining civil
engineering stories and facts, like the
recent Texas power grid outage.

According to Grady, most engineers
have this desire to build something on
the side of their full-time jobs. The only
thing they need is action. They need to
“just do it”. That’s how he got started,
and how everyone can achieve the
same level of success. If you’re an
engineer who wants to learn how to
build a side-hustle using online
courses, the Engineer to Entrepreneur
is the right choice for you.
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