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CEA 103 - ALL YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED ABOUT THE
PE GOING CBT!
Long gone are the days where you
would go into a conference center
carrying your suitcase filled with
books, references, and codes, with
thousands of other people, all of you
feeling nervous and anxious. Starting
January 2022, the Civil PE exam is
going to be a computer-based test
(CBT). And today, you’ll learn
EVERYTHING you need about this new
format so that you can better prepare
for it―and pass it!

format, breadth- and depth-section
questions are scattered throughout the
exam. Put simply, they will mix them up,
and their “Linear on the Fly” (LOTF)
method and algorithm will determine
when you get them.

The most asked question is about how
the specifications will change with the
new format. The short answer is: They
won’t. The Civil PE Exam tests you on
core civil engineering principles that
do not change at all. So you should
study the same material and topics for
the CBT exam as you would for the
paper-based exam.

And since you’ll be taking the exam on a
computer, this allows for the use of
different types of questions that were
not commonly used on the paper-based
exam. Alternative-item type question is
the broad group that includes multiple-
choice questions, but emcompasses
many other question types. Therefore,
while the majority of questions in the PE
Exam will still be multiple-choice, you
may also see other questions, which
includes point-and-click, drag-and-drop,
and fill-in-the-blank questions.

What the NCEES in fact did regarding
the structure of the exam was to stop
breaking it into two different
sections―a breadth and a depth
section. This means that, with the CBT

Previously, the exam only took place
twice a year. Now, they’re gonna happen
year-round. However, test takers can
only sit one exam per quarter, and a
maximum of three exams in a 12-month
period. On one hand, quarterly exams
make it easier for you to keep the

https://ncees.org/engineering/pe/civil-cbt
https://ncees.org/
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momentum and build on the
knowledge you’ve previously acquired
after studying for the exam you,
unfortunately, failed for some reason.
On the other hand, if you fail three
exams, you’ll have to wait 12 months
to take it again.
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Combined with this possibility of
taking a new exam the following
quarter, there’s the speed with which
your results are released. In the past, it
used to take up to 6 weeks to hear
back from NCEES about your test
results. Now, it takes between 7-10
days. Again, this is a really nice thing
that allows you to quickly get back on
the horse and keep trying if you fail the
exam, instead of having to wait
weeks―or months―and risking losing
your routine and study habits.

All the exams will be administered at
NCEES-approved Pearson VUE testing
centers, and the registration process
just got a lot easier. You just need to
find one approved testing center in the
location you want to take the exam,
and off you go. On the negative side of
such simplicity, taking the computer-
based Civil PE Exam can be expensive.
The registration fee is $375, and this
does not include all the things you
have to buy to study for it, the fee you
have to pay to actually get your license
after you pass the exam, as well as
cancellation and rescheduling fee
you’re charged if you really need to do
so.
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